
Peacekeeping School

Alioune Blondin Beye

de Bamako

EMP-NEWS
March 2020

EMP-ABB NEWS

March 2020 - N°0320

1

Interview with the DG of the EMP-ABB 

Brigadier General Mody Béréthé

As an international center attached to the Ministry of Defense and

Veterans Affairs, the Peacekeeping School Alioune Blondin Beye (EMP-

ABB) had to be exemplary in the application of the government's

instructions in the fight against COVID-19.

As a result, we took the necessary actions by implementing the EMP-ABB's anti-coronavirus

apparatus, DAC2020.In addition to the sanitary measures, temperature control and application of

social distancing, the school decided to interrupt the two training sessions that were in progress,

DDR and CIMIC; and thanks to the support of Germany, took care of the international trainees

and trainers by repatriating them to their families via special Air Force flights. To date, there is

only one international trainee left, who is of course taken care of by the EMP-ABB. The school

does not abandon any of its trainees or instructors.

The school has made strategic use of the situation created by this new environment by

moving from training as its core activity to readjusting and adapting the implementation plan for

the strategy decided in 2018. We see this period as an opportunity to reflect on the internal

organization of the school; to update the documentation available here at CARESS and at the

level of instruction, by bringing together all the resources and information available. The

objective is to provide the right tools to deal with the current situation. In other words, this is not a

closed period for the school, but rather a staff job,

In addition, the current situation generates a lot of demand for adapted and specific training

courses. Even if for the moment the school no longer welcomes international trainees, we are

able to provide training sessions for Malian officers, both on site and outside the school

premises; and of course always in compliance with anti-coronavirus measures. The Chief of

Staff of the Armed Forces considered that the EMP-ABB can serve as a platform in terms of

training and human resources to contribute to the huge training need. The same applies to the

Ministry of Defense and Veterans Affairs, which relies on the EMP-ABB for training courses

on the constitution and management of staff in times of crisis. Indeed, the school has courses on

understanding the phenomena of terrorism; Human Factors in Counter-Terrorism (HFCT); the

Civil and Military Action course; the TOSK course on Staff Management Techniques. In other

words, the school is able to update these courses and deliver them to staff officers in order to

respond to the current situation and positively impact collaboration and coordination with

international partners such as the G5 Sahel joint force, ECOWAS and the United Nations.

The EMP-ABB through its anti-coronavirus apparatus - the DAC2020 - applies all the

measures to fight the global pandemic, and the school is more active than ever in producing and

offering training formats adapted to the situation. In accordance with its mandate, as soon as

conditions are favorable, the school will extend its activities to its international trainees and

instructors. All together, let's stop the coronavirus!

THANK YOU AND LET US ALL REMAIN VIGILANT AND RESPONSIBLE! 

INFOLINE COVID-19 : 3-60-61 (MHSP)
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On Monday, March 09, 2020,

the EMP-ABB started the UN-

CIMIC training session scheduled

over a period of 2 weeks, but was

suspended on Wednesday,

March 18, 2020 in accordance

with government instructions and

the implementation of the EMP-

ABB Anti-Coronavirus Apparatus

(DAC2020).

The training session was

attended by 23 trainees, including

3 women; 2 international

instructors and 1 MINUSMA staff

member. A total of 8 countries

were represented: Benin, Burkina

Faso, Niger, Senegal, Côte

d'Ivoire, Cameroon, Togo and Mali.

Training course: Human Factors in 

Counter-Terrorism - HFCT

From March 02 to March 06, 2020, the EMP-

ABB delivered the course on "Human Factors

counter-terrorism" (HFCT). This training course

had only one female participant and was funded

by Great Britain. It was attended by 23 trainees,

including 2 from Niger and the rest from Mali.

The aim of the course was to enable

participants to understand the psychological

factors involved in terrorist operations. This EMP-

ABB course on human factors in the fight against

terrorism is on the list of training courses that

FAMas officers could benefit from by adapting it to

current circumstances and needs. On Thursday, 27 February 2020, the EMP-ABB hosted in its auditorium an awareness-

raising session on constitutional justice entitled "Let's Talk About the Constitution". This session,

funded by UNMISAM, was organized and conducted in partnership with the Constitutional Court

of Mali. The sensitization was addressed to 200 young people designated by the Malian Ministry

of Youth.

UN-CIMIC

UN-CIMIC is designed to enable personnel in

peace operations - military, police and civilian -

already serving or to be deployed, to understand the

importance of civil-military coordination; to acquire

the knowledge and skills necessary to plan, conduct

and report on civil-military actions.

THANK YOU AND REMEMBER TO REMAIN VIGILANT AND RESPONSIBLE! 

INFOLINE COVID-19: 3-60-61 (MHSP)



100 female personnel of the defense and 

security forces - APR 
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From March 4 to March 11, 2020, the EMP-ABB conducted a

training and awareness-raising session on the Agreement for Peace and

Reconciliation in Mali (APR) resulting from the Algiers process and on

security sector reform (SSR) and capacity building in SSR and DDR.

This session, funded by MINUSMA and organized in partnership with the

Ministry of Defense and Veterans Affairs, brought together 100

female personnel of the defense and security forces and a total of 143

participants.

The main points covered in this training session included the key

concepts and notions of Security Sector Reform; Disarmament,

Demobilization, Reintegration and Integration; the key concepts and

notions of the Agreement; the mandate of MINUSMA and UN

Security Council Resolution 1325 of 2000. In addition to lessons and

exercises, the training also included learning activities using role-playing

to highlight one of the many contributions of qualified female personnel

in post-conflict reconstruction and the importance of women's

participation in peace support operations. Testimonials on gender-based

violence in the workplace were also collected, which helped to create

and maintain a pleasant and supportive learning environment.

Disarmament, 

Demobilization 

and 

Reintegration 

DDR

From March 09 to March 17, 2020, the EMP-ABB conducted a training session on

Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR), funded by the Federal Republic of

Germany. Following government instructions and measures related to COVID-19, the school

decided to postpone the session, which was initially scheduled to end on the 20th of March

2020; and all the international trainees and instructors were able to be repatriated to their

families. 24 trainees - including 10 women - from 8 different countries, Canada, Burkina-Faso,

Chad, Côte d'Ivoire, Niger, Senegal, Togo, Mali and including 4 officials from MINUSMA and 1

from MINUSCA, were able to benefit from this training session. The objective of the DDR course

is to build the capacity of the participants on the key elements of a DDR process and its norms.

In addition, based on recommendations issued from previous sessions, a new module on

mine action, mine awareness and prevention of explosive ordnance and improvised devices

(IEDs) and explosive remnants of war (ERGs) was included in the DDR course curriculum.

Before the adjournment of the training session, a sports and tourist hike in the city of Bamako

allowed the trainees to immerse themselves in the culture and certain local realities: the National

Zoo of Mali, the observatory of Point G of Bamako, the Conservatoire des Arts et Métiers Balla

Fasséké Kouyaté, the CAN square, the monument of the Obelisk and the one of Kwame

Nkrumah. And the sports session on Thursday, March 12, 2020, on the SNJ sports field with

football, handball and frisbee as activities.
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IMPORTANT! 

Bleached water combined with soap and hand cleaning for a minimum of 20 seconds, is a disinfection method that is as effective as gels, 

with the additional advantage of a much lower cost.

FOR ANY QUESTION – Free Infoline COVID-19: 3-60-61 



EMP-ABB’s International Trainees, 

Instructors and Collaborators
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To date, only one EMP-ABB

international trainee still remains in

Mali. All the other international trainees,

instructors and collaborators that wanted

it, have all been repatriated to their

families.

Canadian police officers who were

present for the establishment of the

course on Community Police for

Peacekeepers and UN Missions have

been recalled. The military officer from

Switzerland and the police officer

from Germany were allowed to remain

on Malian territory. All these international

collaborators of the EMP-ABB continue

to contribute to the good functioning of

the school and the strengthening of its

Anti-Coronavirus Apparatus, DAC2020.

The EMP-ABB warmly thanks the

helpfulness of the different embassies

of the international trainees and

instructors supported by the EMP-ABB

Anti-Coronavirus Apparatus, DAC2020.
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Ngoran Evaristus Junior

Specialist in Democracy at the

United Nations Centre for Human

Rights and Democracy in Central

Africa :

Mr. Ngoran Evaristus, our

international participant in the CIMIC

course from Cameroon is currently

residing in Mali and his support was

made possible thanks to funding from

the Democratic Republic of Germany.

Mr. Ngoran warmly thanks all the

personnel of the Ecole de Maintien de

la Paix Alioune Blondine Beye (EMP-

ABB): "Thank you for the support and

accompaniment; I really feel at home.

I can confirm that the spirit of pan-

Africanism and mutual aid is real here

at EMP-ABB. Many thanks to the DG

and his whole staff for the great work.

All my needs are taken care of by the

school, including my mental well-

being. I am in constant contact with

the staff and my fellow interns who

are also fantastic in regularly checking

in on me; and thanks to the quality of

the staff and leadership at EMP-ABB,

I continue to work remotely like all my

colleagues at the United Nations

Centre for Human Rights and

Democracy in Central Africa.

I decided to study CIMIC at the EMP-ABB because it is one

of the best peacekeeping training centres in the world. The need

for coordination among peace workers is essential. Building and

maintaining sustainable peace requires integrated work between

civilian, military and police actors. This CIMIC course is very rich in

teaching in this sense. I have learned a lot from this course. It is a

great learning environment that stimulates a spirit of conviviality

between participants and trainers. I think that there is no better

place than the EMP-ABB to acquire this new knowledge that will

allow me to achieve my career goals and fulfill my current

professional obligations. I advise my African brothers and sisters to

apply at the EMP-ABB which offers several other courses in

addition to the CIMIC.

To conclude, I remain confident and positive and as soon as

the measures related to the pandemic are lifted, I will be able to

return to Cameroon. I thank the EMP-ABB for its solidarity and

encourage the whole team to keep on like this on the path of

African solidarity! ».
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Summary of 

our Special 

Edition

In our Special Edition of March 2020 on COVID-19, all the articles were

devoted to the measures taken in response to the global pandemic and their

impact on the school' s activity and organization.

The main topics covered in that Special Edition were : the EMP-ABB Anti-

Coronavirus Apparatus, DAC2020; the support of the EMP-ABB's international

trainees and instructors, the support of Germany for the unforeseen expenses

generated by COVID-19; the working session with the Civil Protection; the

process of adapting the EMP-ABB courses to the current situation; the launch of

a citizen information and awareness campaign on COVID-19 in partnership with

the National Platform for Disaster Risk Prevention and Management, the Ministry

of Security and Civil Protection, the Ministry of Defense and Veterans Affairs, the

Ministry of Health and Social Affairs of Mali, the Directorate General of Civil

Protection (DGPC), the Federation of Artists of Mali (FEDAMA) and the

communication agency DFA. For more details on these various articles and

activities, please visit our website www.empbamako.org or request to

receive our Special Edition of March 2020 (N°Special-01).

All together, let's stop the coronavirus!
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IMPORTANT! 

Bleached water combined with soap and hand cleaning for a minimum of 

20 seconds, is a disinfection method that is as effective as gels, 

with the additional advantage of a much lower cost.

FOR ANY QUESTION – Free Infoline COVID-19: 3-60-61 

Our International Trainees 

from Niger

On Wednesday, March 25, 2020, our

international trainees from Niger were able to return

to their country and after 2 weeks of confinement for

observation, they were all able to rejoin their

families. All of them were tested negative. They very

warmly thank all the staff and the direction of the

EMP-ABB for the quality of the welcoming and

support.
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Free Infoline : 3-60-61
(Health Ministry)

The New Habits to Develop - DAC2020
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IMPORTANT! 

Bleached water 

combined with soap, 

combined with hand 

cleaning for a 

minimum of 20 

seconds, is a 

disinfection method 

that is as effective as 

gels, with the 

additional advantage 

of a much lower cost.

FOR ANY QUESTION 

Free Infoline : 3-60-61 

THANK YOU AND REMEMBER 

TO REMAIN VIGILANT AND 

RESPONSIBLE!


